Travellers in India

Fitch must have seen Akbar several times, as
the three stayed in Fatepur till September,
1585, but very little is said about him in Pur-
chas's version of his narrative. There are some
remarks on the magnificence and style in which
Akbar lived, and on the nature of the vehicles
employed in the streets of Fatepur, and that is
all.

At Fatepur the travellers parted, Newbery,
according to Fitch, started for Lahore, to go
thence overland to Persia, though Sir George
Birdwood says he settled down as a shopkeeper
at Goa.* Leede's entered Akbar's service as a
jeweller; while Fitch set out on further pere-
grinations.

Sailing down the Jumna, Fitch started from

Agra for Lower Bengal, passing Benares on the

way. He gives a number of interesting remarks

on the various rites and customs which he saw

in the plain of the Ganges, but there is space for

only one of them. It is a description of a Bengal

marriage ceremony. " When they bee married

the man and the woman come to the water side,

and there is an old man which they call a

Bramane, that is, a Priest, a Kow, and a Calfe,

and a Kow with Calfe. Then the man and the

woman, the Kow, and Calfe, and the old man,

goe into the water together, and they give the

old man a white cloth of foure yards long, and a

basket crosse-bound with divers things in it:

* I do not know on what authority. See Report on tie Old Records, p. 197.
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